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KKatie (center) and her class-mates, and
their 1-room school in Winslow, IL, ~1937

District No. 13—Kennedy School—S8.

DIRECTORS
1. Mr. Royce Fahr...............cov.... Winslow
2. Mr. George Welt .................... Winslow
3. Mr.Ben Lutz...........oovvuvennn... Winslow
TEACHER
1. Miss Neva Ritzman.................. Winslowt~
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1942
Katie gives 4-H
talk about
feeding lambs

Winslow Rivals

Four-H Club
Holds Meeting

Winslow, Ill., July 8.—The regu
lar meeting of the Winslow Riva
4-H club was held Monday at th
home of Roger Miller, Very few re-
sponded to the roll call, Mone
making matters were discussed an
was declded that each membe
share expenses when they come up
Kathleen Ellls gave a talk on feed-
ing lambs,




Walter and Katie
starin 1946
Forreston High
school play

(1945

photo
of Katie)

. orreston High
School Juniors
To Present Play

Forreston, 111, Oect. 23.~The TMor-
reston Communily high school
Junjors will present thelr snnunl
cinss play, “The Mad March Helrs™
Friday and Baturday evenings, Oel,
25 and 30, nt 8 p'olock, In the high
school gumnasium,

The cust Is ne followa:

OCbadinh March, a retired million-
alre—Walter Van Raden,
au«uy. his daughler-in-law-~Joun

lalr,

Hamel, aged 20, his grandchiid
~Joger Schmbat,

Cordelin, aged M, his grandehiid
—Xathleen Eills,

Rosnlind, aged 21, hia grandehild
w—Mnrion Fnist,

Hourietta Marcht Qordon, hb
dauglilvr—Darbara CGarman,

Bruce Lawrence, n young lawyer
~—La Verne Abs

Jane Kenntng, 1% slenographer—
Donstn Hitoman,

Madeiine Laval, a night club sing-
er—~Eleanor Iltm,

Baron Kurt Bubols, a FPrenchman

Pyrber, the bhutier~Dunne Drake,

Pricda, the mald = Jeunnine
Bratireed,

Pred, the chauffeur—Dnle Schell,

Didy Hunnicutt of Cordelin's gniw
-Joeaneile Dioth.

" Bob Normal of Cordelin’s gang—

Ln Verne Docker,
Jukos Ksilleak of Cordella’s gang
wm Kllm.




Walter wins top FFA student in Forreston,
Katie competes in district Music contests

Walter Van Raden s
Given Memorial Award

At Forreston Ceremony

Forreston, 111, June Bb6.—Walter
Van Raden was awarded Lthe En-
sign Carroll F. Coffman memorial
award at Forreston Community
high school commencement exer-
cises lust week, The award s pre-
sented annually Lo the outstanding
F.F.A, boy In Forreston high school
by Mr. and Mrs. F. F, Coffman In
memory of their son,~Carroll, who
was a charter member of the: For-
reston F.F.A, and also the chap-
ter's first president, Ensign Cofl-
man lost his life Oct, 30, 1044, while
in the service of his country.
Waller Is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Van Readen. The award
was $10 and a gold medal.

1948

Friday evening the following con-
Jestants were  chosen  to  compete |
CApril 3 in the slate district music!
jcontest at Sterling: Piann, Kenneth |
(Drak and Donna Hiteman: sopra- .
nn, Marcelln  Zumdahl and  Iris!
| Stukenberg; mezzo-saprano, Kath-
leen Ellls and Jean Nevenhoven;
contrailo, NMarilyva Davis and Doro-
Lhy Terry; buritone, Gardon
Grande, The Friday evening con-
test was judeed by Grover Strol of |
Love's Park.

usicians And Vocalist
o Compete At Sterlin

Forreston, Ill, April 1.—Forresto
high school vocallsts and musieln
who will participate in the distri
usic contest at Sterling Saturda
pru 3, Include the following:
Voca) soloists—Dorothy Terry an
ean  Nevenhoven, girl's medi

Marvin Kaney; and accompanls

Piuno soloists—Kenneth Drak
nd Donna Hiteman, Harp solols
Betty Vietmeler. Cornet solols
Kathleen Ellis; and

man; accompanist, Dorls Vietmeler
RMand fontesat Aanril 10



Forreston
High
senior

photos
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Katie photos
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Siblings:

Leroy, Rosemary,
Harold, Katie, :
and RobertEllis |







1951
Walter graduates
top of class
Engine Mechanics
School
Shepherd Air Force
base, Texas







1952
Birth of first
child - Mark




Walter Van Raden, son of Martin
Van Raden, Forreston, has been
promoted to siaff sergeant at Mac-

Dill Air Force Base, Tampa, Fla.
He lives with his famlily at 6612
MacDIill Ave,, Tampa, Fla,

1954 Air Force promotion
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1956
Walter wins plowing contest

List Winners of
Ogle County
Plowing Contest

OREGON — (Specialy — Walter
Van Raden, Forreston, won first
place yesterday in the Ogle County
Plowing Contest which was held
on the Royce Daws farm. Second.
piace winner was Donald Ludwig,
Also of Forreston,

Runnerap winners, in order of
their placement, were John Rum.
mel, German Valley: Carl Holm
Oregon, and Jim Kaney, Bailey-
ville.

Van Raden will represent the
Northwest Council area at the State
Plowing Contest Thursday at
Pinkneyville. The area Iincludes
Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Jo Daviess,
Carroll and Whiteside Countles

l
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Sunday morning, 1963

From the 100-year
celebration of the

Forreston, IL Reformed
Church.

Front row left to right:
Judy Paul Katie Miriam
Mark Dave Bud Deb
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1985
Katie’s
Bacheller of
Arts,
Rockford
College




People
Can Count O
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Katie
VanRaden
with Miriam,
Mark, and
Angel,

and with Paul
In 2000




| p——

Katie VanRaden
photos with Miriam and Paul’s family in DC




Walter M. VanRaden

Walter M. "Bud” VanRaden, 65, of
rural Forreston died Thursday, April
25, 1996, at the William C.
Middleton Memorial Velerans
Administration Hospital in Madison,
Wis.

Son of Martin and Ruth Ratmeyer
VanRaden, he was born April 28,
1930, in Freeport, He and Kathleen
1. Ellis of Forreston were married
Dec. 17, 1950.

In 1948 he gradvated from
Forreston High School and
continued his education at Hope
College.

He enlisted in the Air Force. After
serving four years he relurned to
farm in rural Forreston. In 1973 he
opened Bud's Welding Shop in
Forreston,

He was most recently a member of
North Grove Evangelcial Chrch.
Throughout theyears he participated
in various community religious
activities, and for most of his adult
lifec was a Sunday school teacher
and worship leader.

Surviving family members include
five children, Mark (Lisa Levie)
VanRaden of McLean, Va., Miriam
(Bob) McKenna of San Diego,
Calif., Debra (Lee) Heeren of
Lanark, Judith (Harold) Winship of
Galesburg and Paul (Cheryl)
VanRaden of Odenton, Md.; and
eight grandchildren.

Preceding him in death were one
son. David VanRaden, in 1992; his
father in 1979; and mtohr, also in
1992

1996 Walter obituary




Kathleen (Katie) J. VanRaden, 78, formerly of Rockford died
Wednesday, October 22, 2008 at the Freeport Rehabilitation
Center.

Daughter of Clarence and Alta Mae (Zipsie) Ellis, she was born
May 11, 1930 in Winslow, IL. She and her family moved near
Forreston to farm when she was around 16 years of age, and she
graduated from Forreston High School in 1948. Katie continued
her education at North Central College, Naperville, and later in life
at Highland Community College in Freeport. She completed her
bachelor’s degree at Rockford College in 1985.

Katie married Walter M. (Bud) VanRaden on December 17,
1950. After living in Tampa, FL for four years while Bud was in
the Air Force, they returned to farm and raise a family together in
rural Forreston.

Katie was an active member in several churches over the years
including the Forreston Reformed Church, Prairie Dell Church in
rural Shannon, Centennial United Methodist Church, and lastly at
Christ the Carpenter in Rockford. She organized Tuesday evening
Vespers programs for many years while living at the Luther Center
in Rockford. She enjoyed singing / music, traveling on Elder Hos-
tel trips, and writing poetry over the years. She also kept informed
of current issues and events and frequently let her voice be heard
in letters to the editor in local newspapers.

Surviving family members include one sister, Rosemary Ellis
of Peoria, five children Mark (Lise Levie) VanRaden of McLean,
VA, Miriam (Bob) McKenna of San Diego, CA, Deborah (John)
Noordhoff of Lanark, IL, Judith (Harold) Winship of Galesburg,
IL, and Paul (Cheryl) VanRaden of Odenton, MD, ten grand-
children, four great grandchildren and many other precious family
members.

Preceding her in death were one son, David VanRaden in 1992,
Bud in 1996, her father in 1979, her mother in 1965, and three
brothers — Harold, LeRoy, and Robert Ellis.

Katie’s wishes were to have her body donated to Northern Illi-
nois University for research, therefore the memorial service will
not be held until Sunday, November 9, 2008 at 2:00 pm at Collins
& Stone Funeral Home in Rockford. A second memorial service
will be held next year at the White Oak Cemetery in Forreston
when her remains are buried. A memorial has been established in
her name for research.

Poasone T Phoss AdA BIESEN D

2008 Katie obituary




Children, spouses, and grandchildren at Katie’s memorial service
2008




To: Mom
From: Your Children

We loved you Mom. We know you always loved us. And you should know, you said nice words worth sharing.
You gave us life. You shared your life with us. To everyone, to people everywhere.

You sang God’s praise. You taught us peaceful ways. And as we live, we’ll give your words to others.

We are amazed! From us you get all A’s. We love you Mom. We really miss you Mother.

You soothed our cries, when others didn’t care. And others here, are also glad they knew her.

You gave advice, and taught us how to share. She helped us all, to find a happy future.

When we were down, you were the first to call.
We thank you Mom, for thinking of us all. In honor of Katie J. VanRaden

May 11, 1930 - October 22, 2008



Earlier generations of ancestors

* For Walter VanRaden’s parents and ancestors, see:
* https://www.paulvanraden.com/Martin_Ruth_VanRaden.pdf

* For Katie VanRaden’s parents and ancestors, see:
* https://www.paulvanraden.com/Clarence_Alta_Ellis.pdf



https://www.paulvanraden.com/Martin_Ruth_VanRaden.pptx
https://www.paulvanraden.com/Martin_Ruth_VanRaden.pptx
https://www.paulvanraden.com/Martin_Ruth_VanRaden.pptx
https://www.paulvanraden.com/Clarence_Alta_Ellis.pdf
https://www.paulvanraden.com/Clarence_Alta_Ellis.pdf
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