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VanRaden Pedigree 
     

                                                    Ancestors 

1  2   3   4  5   6   7   8    9   10th Generation 

Years Lived,      

Birth Date 

Birth City and 

State or Country  

                                            Harmannus van Rhaden 60 1670 Leer DEU 

                                       Evert Harms van Rhaden  1704 Leer DEU 

                                            Janneke Harmens   Leer DEU 

                                 Harmannus Everts van Rhaden 31 1730 Leer DEU 

                                       . . .    DEU 

                            Rudolph Harms van Rhaden 37 1760-7-10 Loga DEU 

                                       Harmen Weyerts Mutz   Detern DEU 

                                Geerdje Harmens Mutz 51 1730-6-24 Detern  DEU 

                                       Greten Frerichs Duis   Detern DEU 

                       Antony Rudolphs van Raden 80 1797-9-24 Petkum DEU 

                                 Jan Oosterloo 90 1712  DEU 

                            Geeske Janssen Oosterloo 66 1752 Neermoor DEU 

                                 . . .    DEU 

                  Engelke van Raden 83 1831-8-14 Neermoor DEU 

                            Engelke Harms Lunemann   Veenhusen DEU 

                       Gepke Engelkes Lunemann   Veenhusen DEU 

                            Grietje Harms Akkerman   Veenhusen DEU 

             Johannas van Raden 78 1870-10-6 Forreston IL 

                       Kristjaan Remmers Ludewig     

                  Ella (Aaltje) Kristjaans Ludewig     

                       Engel Hansen Ryken     

        Martin H VanRaden 73 1905-9-29 Forreston IL 

                  George Wibben     

             Bena Wibben 79 1879-2-11  IL 

                  Metja Bentheim     

   Walter Martin VanRaden 65 1930-4-28 Freeport IL 

             Edward Ratmeyer 93 1879-5-11 Forreston IL 

         Ruth Elizabeth Ratmeyer 88 1904-2-22 Forreston IL 

                       Henry Kaney  1817-3-9 Lude DEU 

                  August Kaney, Sr. 81 1856 Shepherd VA 

                       Elizabeth Fosha  1817-5-17 Sabenhaus DEU 

             Elizabeth Kaney 93 1881-11-4 Forreston IL 

                  Elizabeth Zumdahl 75 1857   

Paul Michael VanRaden  1960-5-11 Freeport IL 

             Theodore F Ellis 89 1860 New York NY 

         Clarence Lincoln Ellis 93 1886-3-28 Winslow IL 

             Nettie Lincoln     

    Kathleen Joyce Ellis  1930-5-11 Winslow IL 

             John Henry Zipse 85 1859-1-8 BuenaVist IL 

         Alta May Zipse 75 1890-5-24 Winslow IL 

             Lydia Mathilda Eisele 71 1861-11-1 Lena IL 

1  2   3   4  5   6   7   8    9   10th Generation     



 























 



ANTONY VANRADEN (1797 - 1877) 

          

This Antony VanRaden was the second son of Rudolph Harms and J. 0. 

VanRaden, so he was, therefore, a grandson of Hermannus Everts VanRhaden, the man 

who was murdered during the Seven Years War at Loga in 1761. Antony had but one 

brother, as far as we know, who was Hermannus Rudolphs, about four years his senior.  

 On March 27, 1823, Antony married Gepke Engelkes Luneman at Veenhusen.          

He had learned the baking trade at Neermoor, the place of his birth. Gepke’s parents, 

Engelke Harms Luneman and Grietje Harms Akkerman Luneman, seem to have died 

young - at least Gepke was an orphan living in the home of the pastor in Veenhusen when 

she and Antony were married. A Bible, which was presented to them as a wedding 

present, was still preserved by VanRaden descendants at Borkum 150 years later! 

Of the eight children born to Antony and Gepke VanRaden, two did not reach 

maturity, and Gepke herself died in the 26th year of their marriage. It was then that 

Antony made the decision to follow his three sons, Engelke, Hiram, and Jan, in their 

immigration to America. It is not known whether they made the journey together, but the 

year they came was probably about 1851, and it is most gratifying to read in his letters 

back to the homeland, so carefully preserved by relatives in Germany more than 130 

years later, that he was pleased to have made the decision. 

By 1856 Antony had purchased a small acreage west of Forreston where he lived 

until his death in 1877. Translations of his letters and pictures of the site that he chose to 

live his declining years will be found elsewhere in this history. Antony’s needs were met 

by his son Engelke and his family, who lived across the road, during those years. He died 

in 1877, and was buried at White Oak Cemetery west of Forreston. A stone marks the 

grave, but his wife Gepke, of course, remained buried in Germany.  

Antony and Gepke’s children were: Geeske (1823); Grietje (1825); child not 

baptized or named (1827); Rudolph (1828); Engelke (1831); Hermannus (1834); Harm 

(or Ralph Hiram) (1836); and Jan (1839).  

The oldest child, Geeske, married Geerd Osterloo June 2, 1850, probably before 

her father departed for America, and also probably accounting for the fact that she and 

her husband were not convinced to leave Germany. Geerd already had started his trade as 

a smithy, his father, Geerd Janssen Osterloo, having followed the same trade. Geerd is 

thought by some to have been a step brother of Antony VanRaden, who, in his letters 

back to Germany, referred to “our cousin, Jan Osterloo.” Perhaps Geerd’s (or Jan’s) 

mother Aleid, was a sister to Geerd’s grandmother, Geeske Janssen osterloo VanRaden, 

whose first husband, (Osterloo, the blacksmith), also died young. Early deaths were 

common. It was this maternal grandmother for whom Geeske VanRaden had been 

named.  

Antony and Gepke’s second child, Grietje, married Jan Harberts Brunken, and 

they remained in Germany also, after marrying 19, 1852. Rudolph, the oldest of Antony 

and Gepke’s four sons to live to manhood, didn’t want to immigrate to America either 

with his father and three brothers. He went to the island of Borkum, just off the coast of 

East Friesland, where he ran an “old settled bakery and purchased a modest acreage of 

‘cow’land.’” Rudolph married Geeske Peters Juist June 22, 1862, at Borkum. Rudolph 

died in 1904. 



The relatives in America continued correspondence with this family through the 

years, but with the death of Engelke VanRaden in 1914 and his wife Aaltje in 1915, no 

one remained who could write the German language. Before her death, Aaltje had 

suffered a stroke, making writing difficult. Families from both sides of the Atlantic lost 

communication until some time after World War II. Margaret VanRaden, a teacher and 

granddaughter of Engelke from Forreston, Illinois, contacted some of the Friesian 

relatives when traveling Europe after the war, but human needs became so great during 

the holocaust that, in desparation, many Germans sought help. Because names of 

descendants had been lost, forgotten, or never known, letters to Forreston were simply 

addressed to a surname only, but were directed to various VanRaden’s. All responded 

gladly with gifts of lard, tea, and other needful items. The German VanRaden’s were 

exceedingly grateful. 

Rudolph and Geeske VanRaden had five known children: Antony (early 1860’s), 

twins Hermannus and Esdert; Gepke; and Gerhard (1874). This Antony was one of four 

Antony’s born in the 1860’s to various VanRaden families – three in America and one in 

Germany. Hiram’s son, and Engelke’s two sons (the first dying in infancy) were the 

others. The twins also died young, as did Gepke (in all probability). Gerhard’s family 

restores the family connections because these were the people who reopened the door of 

communication. 

          





















 



Jan (John) VanRaden 

 
Civil War Record 

Grant’s Army of the Tennessee 

Company C 46th IL Infantry 

 

 

1861 

 

Sep 10 Freeport IL Reported for duty 

1861 

 

Dec 28 Camp Butler, IL Training 

1862 

 

Feb 11 Cairo, IL Transit 

1862 

 

Feb 14 Fort Donelson, TN Battle, 1 died and 2 wounded in 46th 

1862 

 

Mar 18 Pittsburg Landing Guard duty 

1862 

 

 

Apr 6 Shiloh, TN Battle with 23,746 casualties, over half of 46th 

killed or wounded 

1862 

 

May Corinth, MS One month siege 

1862 

 

Jul 21 Memphis, TN  

1862 

 

Oct 4 Metamora, MS Battle, Jan’s Colonel and Lieutenant both died 

1862 

 

Nov 30 Tallahatchie R., MS Winter camp 

1863 

 

Mar 9 Memphis, TN  

1863 

 

May 15 Vicksburg, MS Three month siege under Grant 

1863 

 

Aug 12 Natchez, MS  

1863 

 

Sep 1 Expedition to LA  

1864 Jan 4 Freeport, IL Regiment was furloughed 

 





 



September 25, 2005 

Dear Paul, 

thank You for answering.  To good that we can communicate through e-mail to make 

it easier for both sides. We had a very busy weekend here in our church with 

celebrating the 25th anniversary of the confirmation service (we are lutheran here) so 

it took me some time to answer. 

How interesting is what You wrote! Do You know who was visited by Your aunt 

Margret 50 years ago?  My mother Trientje VanRaden! My mother always told the 

story that your aunt was not sure if she could understand the distant relatives she 

wanted to visit, because the German she heard in Southern Germany sounded so 

strange compared to the lowgerman from Illinois. And then she arrived at the Emden 

(ostfriesland) railway station and a railroad conductor told her in low German: please 

step aside the train will start! So she knew: this is the right country! 

In 1978 and 1980 Irvin (son of Hermannus and grandson of Engelke) and Lucile 

VanRaden from Ridott/Ill. came to visit with my family and my grandma VanRaden 

who was still alive then. They also visited the relatives on the island of Borkum who 

kept Antony´s and Gepkes bible from their wedding in 1848. As far as I know Gepke 

died in 1848 at Neermoor/Ostfriesland and acc.to the chruch records of the 

ref.church there she is buried at the Neermoor dutch ref. cemetery. As we were told 

Engelke and the others came in 1856 and his father Antony married twice in the 

Silver Creek Ref. Church of GermanValley. I´m not sure if his relatives in Ostfriesland 

knew this. We have one letter in his handwriting from 1870 when his was 73 years 

old. There are some letters left from Engelke, too. 

But - it is hard to believe, but really true, the picture you sent is also hanging on the 

wall of our living room. They didn´t forget the emigrants here! 

In the last years I gathered as much information as I can get about the VanRadens 

and some time I worked together with Rudolph vanRaden from Rosenheim/ Bavaria 

to put together a collection of family items. 

My ancestors in a short view: 

 

Jürgen Hoogstraat, born 1961 Emden/Ostfriesland 

my mother: 

Trientje (vanRaden) Hoogstraat, born 1925 Pewsum/Ostfriesland 

my grandfather 

Dirk Siemts Bernadus VanRaden, born 1901 Pewsum/Ostfriesland 

my greatgrandfather 

Harmannus Rudolphs vanRaden, born 1859 Rysum/Ostfriesland 

my greatgreatgrandfather 

Rudolph Hermannus vanRaden, born 1828 Rysum/Ostfriesland 

my greatgreatgreatgrandfather 

Hermannus Rudolphs vanRaden, born 1793 Petkum/Ostfriesland 

my greatgreatgreatgreatgrandfather 

Rudolph Harms VanRaden, born 1760 Loga/Ostfriesland. 

The next generations You know. 

 

I´m a member of our genelogical society here and try to help people from the US very 



often to get their roots here in Ostfriesland. In June we had a grup here with 120 

people from the US, everyone with Ostfriesland roots. 

But most of all I´m interesting in my own family like everyone is. 

I would like to write a little VanRaden history because it is really a very interesting 

history. This year I tried to find out more about the wifes of the emigrants John and 

Hiram (Harm), but it isn´t easy. John the Civil war veteran was married twice and the 

first wifes first name was Maria, they resided somewhere near Parkersburg/Iowa and 

had one son Antony named after the Grandpa at Forreston. Do you know her name? 

The second wife came from Ostfriesland, too, Ida everding, she was from 

Pilsum/Ostfriesland. 

And another story is Harm´s wife Janna Freese. As far as I know right now she was 

born in Terborg/ostfriesland in 1844 and when she was a little girl her mother 

committed suicide. The father decided to marry again and the family came to Illinois 

in about 1854. Here some more children were born and Janna married 

HarmVanRaden only 17 years old. We were told by Irvin VanRaden that Harm was 

chosen to join the army but didn´t want to go so he paid his younger brother John to 

go. In the middle 60`s  of the 19th century Janna`s parents and family went to the 

heart of Iowa with covered wagons and Harm and Janna followed them. Janna`s 

parents founded the first eastfrisian church of Iowa the "Ostfriesland Presbyterian 

Church of Achley Iowa" still existing until today. Later Janna and Harm VanRaden 

moved to Carrol/Iowa with 10 children, and before the eleventh was born 

Harm VanRaden comm. suicide. In the next years Janna moved to Nebraska in an 

ostfrieen community and married twice. her husband died there. Then she decided to 

move to Minnesota with her third (also ostfriesen) husband. 

Do You have contact to descandants of John and Ida or Harm and Janna? 

 

For sure we can try to translate some stories about the VanRaden`s -this would be 

very interesting to me! I hope my english will be good enough - it´s school english 

only and isn´t too good! 

 

I look forward to hear from You! Jürgen Hoogstraat 

  



The family van Raden in the US 
 
Engelke van Raden 
 

Engelke van Raden was born August 14 1831, a son of the baker Anthony 
Engelke van Raden and his wife Gepke Engelkes Lünemann in Neermoor, East 
Friesland, Germany. He emigrated to the United States of America in 1856 along with 
his father and his brothers Harm, born March 5 1836 in Neermoor, and Jan Oosterloo 
van Raden, born Sept. 13 1839.  

Together they settled in the community of Stephenson County in Illinois, where 
many people from East Friesland settled before. With his father Engelke van Raden, he 
then moved to Mount Morris in Ogle County. There he worked for two years in a brick 
works. In a letter he writes: "The bricks cost here 6 dollars per 100 bricks. I have made 
them for two years, 100 in one hour; with one machine, four men, and one horse."  

For 3 years he worked as harvest worker, a work he describes as follows: "Now, 
when we can harvest, the farmers take a machine, which costs 125 dollars, put four 
horses in front of it and cut 10-15 acres [of wheat] a day. One is the driver, and the other 
makes the bundle with a rake. Both drive, and go around the field. Then there are 6 
men, who bind the bundles, then they make Schowen, what I did three years and earned 
1 1/2 dollars per day.” His father owned 20 acres in Mt. Morris, which they cultivated 
jointly. In the early years they grew wheat, oats, corn, and potatoes.  

On this farm they had 20 pigs and 8 cows. Engelke van Raden describes the 
house as follows: "Father’s house is 14 feet high, 18 feet long, and 13 feet across. At the 
sides with a living room, all made from wood. The barn was as usual located with some 
distance from the house, to avoid risk of burning because their roof was mostly from 
straw and additionally one could not hear the noise from hogs and chickens."  

In Mt. Morris he met his wife, Aaltje Kristjaans Ludewig. She was daughter of 
Kristjaans Remmers Ludewig and Engel Hansen Ryken from Larrelt, East Friesland. On 
April 22 1863 they married in the Silver Creek reformed church in German Valley, the 
parent church of all reformed communities of East Friesian communities in the US. 

Engelke and Aaltje van Raden moved then to Forreston. On Sept. 7 1864 the first 
son, Anthony was born. He passed away already with three weeks of age, on Sept. 28 
1864. His gravestone is still at the White Oak Cemetery in Forreston. 

Engelke van Raden was so wealthy in 1864 that he wrote in a letter on 
September 25 to his brothers and sisters who stayed in Germany: "When I came, I had 3 
dollars. Now I have land and goods enough. On Oct. 28 1865 again a son was born, 
called Anthony. On March 18 1867 Kristjaan was born, named after his maternal 
grandfather. On Nov. 27 1868 Gepke was born, called after her paternal grandmather, 
Gepke von Raden, born Lünemann and died 1848 in Neermoor. 

On September 24 1869, Engelke van Raden acquired a quarter section in 
Forreston township, namely the western half of the southern half of the section 31. This 
quartersection was given by the government on December 11 1852 to a man with the 
name Benjamin J. Sheldon, who sold it to the van Radens. This farm became the 
homeplace of the van Radens: Until 1908 Engelke van Raden cultivated the farm, from 
1908 up to August 13 1941 his son Engelke jr., called Henry, and from August 1941 his 
son Roy van Raden operates the farm still in 1986.  
This farm is listed among the Centennial Farms of the state of Illinois, a list containing all 
farms owned longer than a century by one family. 

On June 17 1870 Engelke van Raden applied for naturalisation at the responsible 
office in Freeport / Stephenson County. After two years, the usual waiting period, they 



granted his application. On Oct. 6 1870 the son Johans was born and on Dec. 27 1872 
daughter Engel, called Anna. On July 9 1875 Hermannus was born. 

From the year 1870 there is still a letter from Engelkes, in which he describes his 
farm:  
"The weather changed very often in this winter with snow, rain, thunderstorms and then 
frost again. In the fall we had snow and storm so it was difficult to harvest the corn. We 
had 28 acre and we had to leave two acres, where there was too much snow. Now there 
is only a little snow left. 

We have 12 cattle and one calf. 2 calves died. We have three fresh milkers and 
in two weeks time we get another cow freshened and two others in May. Currently we 
produce 3 pounds of butter a day, they cost only 20 cent. The hens lay 3-6 eggs a day. 
They cost 25 cents per dozen. In total we have 40 chickens. Last summer many died 
from a disease. We have 5 horses, 4 for work and one foal. We get another foal in the 
spring, but after the fieldwork is finished. We have only a few pigs now, 4 for over the 
winter and 2 for slaughtering and 3 for selling – the price is also not good, 7 dollars per 
100 pounds live weight.  

The cereals are cheap at the moment. Wheat is 50-60 cents, barley 20-30 cents, 
oats 30 cents, and corn 40 cents per bushel. We had 200 bushels of corn sold at 40 and 
45 cents, and oats we still have more than 400 bushels, 400 bushels of barley, and 
nearly 300 bushels of wheat. The grain harvest from wheat and barley was not good, 
only 8 - 12 bushels per acre wheat, barley 28 bushel. Oats 46 bushels and corn 40 - 45 
bushels per acre. There were many potatoes and they were cheap at 15-20 cents. In the 
fall we had frost so early that many of them remained in the soil."  

From the year 1870 there is also a letter from Anthony van Raden to his beloved 
children and brothers (Rudolph and Geeske van Raden on the East Friesian island 
Borkum, Grietje van Raden, Jan H. Brunken in Oldersum, Geeske van Raden, Geerd 
Geerds Oosterloh in Petkum; his brother: master baker Hermannus van Raden in 
Rysum).  

On May 28 1877 Anthony van Raden passed away in the age of 80 years in 
Forreston. In the last years of his life he lived in his own, small house close to the farm of 
his son Engelke. On August 1 1877 Engelke jr. was bon, called "Henry". When he 
married in 1908, Engelke and Aaltje left the farm and bought a house in Forreston close 
to the reformed church, which was called the "rooster church", because it had, like many 
churches in East Friesland, a cock on the top of the church steeple. For many years 
Aaltje van Raden wished to live close to a reformed church to be able to walk to the 
church for the service. This wish could not be fulfilled, because right before the Sunday 
she wanted to walk to church from the new place she was hit by a (head) stroke, which 
made it impossible to walk. Aaltje van Raden passed away Feb. 4 1915 in Forreston, 
and her husband Engelke one year before, on May 2 1914. They are buried in the 
"White Oak Cemetery" in Forreston. Their gravestone is still there. 

Besides names and dates he reports from sermon texts of the funerals: Engelke 
van Raden: Psalm 139, verse13, Aaltje van Raden, born Ludewig: Psalms 23, 24. After 
that the sentence: "Selig sind die Friedfertigen, den sie werden Gottes Kinder heißen." 
After the death of Engelke the contact to the relatives in Germany stopped. Only in 1946 
there was an exchange via letters between the offspring of his cousin Rudolph van 
Raden in Rysum and the families of Henry, Johans, and Hermannus van Raden. 
Especially to the widow of Johans (Joe) van Raden, Beena Wibben and their son Martin 
van Raden and daughter Margret they stayed in contact. Many care parcels were sent 
from Forreston to the relatives in East Freisland. In 1951 Margaret van Raden visited the 
relatives in Pewsum. Some years later the mail exchange stopped, because from the 



Germans nobody had English language skills and on the American side nobody could 
read German. 

Not until 1978 it came to contacts to the family of Irvin van Raden from German 
Valley, who visited Germany in July 1978 and 1979, and in 1981 the Germans visited 
the US relatives. 
 
(Translated June 2008 by Reinhard Reents, Germany, during a flight from Germany to 
USA) 



Earliest VanRaden Generations 
Taken from “Die Chronik der Familie Van Raden in Ostfriesland” 

by Rudolf van Raden, 1986, Rosenheim, Germany (100-page book) 

Translated from German by Hillary King and google, 2021 

Uncle Paul and Andrea, 

I used google translate to provide a rough translation of three pages of the document you sent.  

I'm taking a break because typing in German hurts my brain.  It might be slightly off but it gave 

me a good idea of what they were saying. 

Hillary  

 

The first namesake of Rhaden in Ostfriesland and their time - 1st to 3rd generation (hypotheses) 

 1st Generation 

Harmannus Van Rhaden is, as far as is currently known, the father of all the van Rhaden families 

documented in East Frisia (Ostfriesland), and later also van Rhaden/Raden. He lived in Leer in 

the period from about 1670 to 1730. No documents have yet been found about his origins, his 

life and his occupation. Only from an entry in the church book of the ev. Reform Parish in Leer 

for his son Evert shows that he was baptized in Leer in 1704 as the son of Harmannus van 

Rhaden and Janneke Harmens. 

 From church records of the ev luth church of Leer it can be seen that around 1700 a Harm 

Harms and Hermann van Raden as well as Willm Harms van/von Raden living there, which also 

according to age could have been Schne von Harmannus Van Rhaden. Here, however, Harm 

van/von Raden is named as the father, but who is probably identical with Harmannus from the 

reformed church book. 

 In order to be able to form a picture of the time and living conditions of the first parents, a few 

remarks on the political and social conditions of that time should be made. Since the end of the 

Thirty Years' War in 1648 there have been more than 40 independent principalities and free, 

independent imperial cities in Germany. The emperor was powerless. The empire was mostly 

Catholic in the southern ruled areas, and predominantly Protestant in the north. The population 

in Germany had fallen from 17 to 8 million due to war, hunger and epidemics.  

 Northern Germany was partly a foreign colonial and influential area. It was the time of 

absolutism, the age of Louis XIV, the Sun King. In Prussia, the Great Elector ruled 1640-1688 in 

Saxony and Peter the Great ruled in Russia. The Turks presided over Vienna from 1683-1699. 

East Friesia had been an independent county with changing foreign troops in the country since 

Prince Ennc Ludwig from the house of Cirksena. Leer was only a small patch within the Emshafen 

Leerort at the time when Harmannus van Rhaden lived there with his family. 

  



2. East Friesian Generation 

-Parents: Harmannus und Janneke van Rhaden in Leer- 

 Of the presumed sons Harm Harms, Wilm Harms, Hermann and Evert Harms van Rhaden, we 

only have luck-like knowledge from the church books of Leer. The spelling of their names in 

these documents is very different, as can be seen in the "Church register extracts" annex. 

 -Harm Harms van Raden - married Engel Ollichs von Harnstede, daughter of Ollich Smidt, in 

1714 according to the Evangelical Lutheran Church Book. They very likely had 3 sons, Olrich 

Harms, Jan Harms and Harm Raden.               

-Willm Harms van/von Raden - According to the ev. Lutheran church book in Leer, Willm Harms 

van/von Raden married Altje Jansen, Jan von Niewenburg's daughter from Leer on February 

13th, 1723. Her son was Harm Wilm, it is also written von Raden elsewhere. (see occasional 

finds 1723/1745) 

  

 -Hermann van Raden - According to ev lutheran's church book excerpt, Hermann van Raden 

was married to Renke Gerdes in Leer. His son Harm was born in 1753. 

-Evert Harms van Rhaden was reformed and baptized in Leer in 1704. From this it can be 

concluded that his parents and brothers originally also belonged to the Protestant Church. He 

was married, presumably in Leer, to Everts van Rhade, who was born around 1730. He will be 

reported in detail because his fate was closely linked to the historical events in the Leer area 

according to contemporary sources. His descendants are all listed in the parish registers of Loga 

and Logabirum. (see Logabirum line) 

-Harm Wessels von Rhaden - According to the church book of Ev. Lutheran Church in Leer, Harm 

Wessels von Rhaden married Antje Heinen, Heine Berend's daughter, in 1704. Possibly, he is 

also a son of Harmannus van Raden, always recorded in the Lutheran church book as Harm van 

Raden. Clarifying this connection is an interesting future task, as one could also assume that 

Harm Wessels Van Raden was a brother or other relative of Harmannus van Rhaden according 

to his age. 

-Harm van Raden - The classification of the married couple Harm van Raden and Maria Janssen, 

to whom a son Harm was born on March 25, 1725, is difficult. (See attachment: Communication 

from the Evangelical Lutheran parish in Leer dated September 23, 1982). It would be possible 

that Harm van Raden after his first marriage with Engel Ollich Smidt ended, remarried Maria 

Janssen. 

- A Detert Harms van Rahden from this generation cannot go unnoticed, which can be seen in 

the attached overview from America. His grandson Detert Harms van Rhaden, born February 4, 

1797, is listed in the local family register for the Logabirum parish, recorded under number 837. 

(See also the corresponding remarks by Jurgen Hoogstraat.) The second generation of the van 

Raden family lived in a turbulent time in East Friesland. 

 



The parents of the 4th East Friesian generation.  

On April 30th, 1754 Harmannus van Rhaden married Geerdje (n) Harmens Mutz in the Ev. 

Lutheran St. Stephani and St. Cartolomai Church in Detern. She was the daughter of the 

"Bliders" Harmen Weyerts Mutz and Greten Frerichs Duls. The Mutz and Duls families had lived 

in Detern for a long time. Marmon Mutz is known from a number of other sources. In 1743 he 

took over the guardianship of the children of the late Pastor Schulze. In the same year he took 

on a guarantee for the first landlord in Scharrel, at the marriage in 1754 there is a note that the 

civil marriage took place in Frerich Mutz's house. This Frerich Mutz is a brother of Geerdje Mutz, 

the landlord in the inn "Zum Scawarzen Pferd" which was on the south side of the long street. 

(Compare the notes in "Verseichnis all houses and Dinwohner von detern 1764, aurich 1971”) 

On April 29th, 1755 the first son Evert Hermanssen was born in Loga. The second son Harm 

Harms was born on August 21, 1757 in Loga, the third son Rudolph Harms was born in Loga on 

July 10, 1760. 

After the death of her husband, Geerdje Mütz married the clothes maker Daniel Micheelsen 

from Haarburg in Lüneburg on July 20th, 1762. The marriage had four children: Daniel Freidrich 

was born on November 11th, 1762, twins Maria Sophia and Carl Julius were born. on March 

17th, 1767, whereby Carl Julius died on September 27th, 1767. The fourth child was again 

named Carl Julius on March 6, 1769. 

Before 1767 Daniel and Geerdje Micheelsen moved to Logabin where Geerdje Mutz also died. It 

is also noteworthy that the youngest son of the second marriage names his daughter Geerdje 

Margarethe, who is named after her. Perhaps that was Geerdje’s full name. 

Photo Caption: Parish house in Loga.  After the renovation, the photographers: Taletta Oltmann 

and Ella Veenekam from Neermoor, remained loyal to the family in the household for eight 

years.  

 


